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On Asiatic Cholera. 


In our last No. of the Planet Reader, we 
iblished an account of the symptoms and the 
ferent stages, together with the Eciectic 
eatment of Asiatic Cholera, which is the 
eatment that we have and do intend to prac- 
ce in this much-dreaded pestilence. For 
articulars the reader is referred to the said 
o. But as the Planet Reader is published for 
e information of all classes, and not restrict- 
l to any particular seet or party, we'deem it 
lvisable to give the treatment which the oth- 
‘medical schools adopts in this uch dreaded 
sease. And probably, by picking out what 
most effectual and best of each of those dif- 
rent practices, a general system of treatment 
ight be adopted, which would arrest this 
onster, who appears like the evil one, prowl- 
g Over our earth, seeking whom he may de- 
ur. The other different practices in the 
eatment of cholera which we shall here no- 
se are 

IE  ALLOPATH, THE HOMCOPATH, THE 

THOMSONIAN AND THE HYDROPATH, 


Allopath Treatment of Cholera. 


We shall first give the Allopaths’ treatment, 
they are the oldest, and ought to have the 
eference. But as I deem the ealomel or 
ercurial treatment of this disease to be very 
jurious to the human system, and very dan- 
irous for a non-professional person to attempt, 
id as it is very seldom attended with bene- 
ial results, I shall leave that treatment out, 
though an old school doctor will tell you that 
lomel is the sHEET ANCHOR in the treatment 
" cholera. Indeed, an Aliopath doctor was 
Ice struck with astonishment at me when { 
ld him I did not use ealomel in the treatment 
cholera, and wondered what in the world I 
d use in place of their favorite remedy, 
CAUSES AND SYMPTOMS OF ATTACK—TIE 
ALLOPATH COURSE OF TREATMENT. 
«The following snevestions relative to the 
2atment of cholera are from the pen of Dr. 


the American Board at Constantinople, whose 
tensive and suecesstul treatment of this 


ly in 1848, 1855 ana 1865. entitle his opinions 
to its treatment, to the utmost respeet and 
sideration. The suggestions are so simple 
t we give them the benefit of a prominent 


$ 


| 


| 


1 
j 
j 


| 
| 


| 


amlin, of Maine, for many years a missionary | 


eaded disease, during its visitations to that- 


place in our eolumns, in the belief that thev 
will there attract more general attention, and 
be the means, perhaps, of saving life during 
the approaching cholera season: 

CAUSES AND SYMPTOMS OF ATTACK. —f 
have personally investigated at least ahnndred 
cases, says Dr. Hamlin, and not less than three 
fourths could be traced direetly to improper 
diet, or intoxicating drinks, or to both united. 
Of the remainder, suppressed perspiration 
would comprise a large number. A strong, 
healthy, temperate laboring man had a severe 
attack of cholera, and after the danger had 
passed T was enrions to ascertain the cause, 
He had been cautions and prudent in his diet. 
He used nothing intoxicating. Tlis residence 
was in a good loeality. But after some honre 
of hard labor and very profuse perspiration. he 
had lain down to take his customary nap, right 
against an open window, through whieh a very 
refreshing breeze was blowing. Another eanse 
is drinking largely of cold water, when hot and 
thirsty. Great fatigue, great anxiety, fright, 
fear, all figure among ineiting causes. Tf one 
ean avoid all these, he is as safe from the ehol- 
era as from being swept away by a comet. 
While cholera is prevalent in a place. almost 
every one experiences more or leers disturbanee 
of digestion. It is donbtless in part imaginary. 
Every one notices the slightest variation of 
feeling, and this gives an importance to mere 
trifles. There are often a slight nausea, or 
transient pains, or rumbling sounds, when ne 
attack follows. No ane is entirely free from 
these. But when diarriiea commences. thouch 
painless and slight, it is in reality the skirmish- 
ing party of the advancing column. Sometimes, 
though rarely, the attack commences with vom- 
iting, But in whatever way it commences, it 
is sure to holl on. Ina few hours the patient 
may sink into the collapse. The hands and 
feet become cold and purplish, the countenance 
at first nervons and anxious, beeomes gloomy 
and pathetie. although a mental restlessness 
and raging thirst torment the snflerer, while 
the powers of life are ebbing. The intellect 
remains elear, but the social and moral feelings 
scem wonderfully to collapse with the physical 
powers. The patient knows he is to die, but 
eares not a snap about it, In some cases, thonch 
rarely, the diarrhea continues a day or twa, 


and the foolish person keeps about, then sud. 


deuly sinks, sends for the physician. and, be- 
fore he arrives, ‘dies as the foo} dieth? 
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COURSE oF TREATMENT.—For stopping the 


incipient diarrhea, the most efficient remedy 
consists of equal parts, by measure, of one, 
laudanum and spirits of camphor, two, tincture 
of rhubarb. Dose for an adult, 30 drops on a 
lump of sugar. Continue the medicine every 
four hours indiminishing doses: 25, 20, 15. 10, 
9, when careful diet is all that will be needed. 
In case the first does not stay the diarrhea, 
continue to give in mereasing doses—35, 40, 
45, 60—at every movement of the bowels. 
Large doses will produce no injury while the 
diarrheea lasts. When that is checked, then is 
the time for caution. This remedy, when ad- 
ministered in season, rarely fails to effect a 
cure, bnt frequently cases of advanced diarrhea 
and especially of relapse pay no heed to it 
whatever. As soon as this becomes apparent, 
prepare a tea-cup of starch boiled as for use in 
starching linen, and stir into it a full teaspoon- 
ful of laudanum for an injection. Give one- 
third at each movement of the bowels, At the 
same time prepared chalk should be adminis- 
tered in 10-grain doses, with a few drops of 
laudanum and camphor to each. Mustard poul- 
tices should also be applied to the pit of the 
stomach. and kept on till the surface is well 
reddened. The patient, however well he may 
feel, should rigidly observe perfect rest. To 
lie quietly on the back is one-half of the battle. 
In that position the enemy fires over you, but 
the moment you rise you are hit. When at- 
tacks come inthe form of a diarrhcea, these 
directions will enable every one to meet it 
successfully. But when the attack is more 
violent, and there is vomiting, or vomiting and 
purging, perhaps also cramps and colic pains, 
the following mixture is far more effective, and 
should always be resorted to: 

Equal parts of laudanum, tincture of capsi- 
cum. tincture of ginger, and tincture of carda- 
mon seeds. Dose, 30 to 40 drops. or half a 
teaspoonful in a little water, and to be increas- 
ed according to the urgency of the case. In 
case the first dose should be ejected, the sec- 
ond, which should stand ready, should be given 
immediately after the spasm of vomiting has 
ceased. Large mustard poultices or strong 
pure mustard should also be applied to the 
stomach, bowels, calves of the legs, feet, &c., 
as the case may seem to require, 


CoLLAPsE.— This is simply a more advanced 
stage of the disease, and indicates the gradual 
failing of a!l the powers of life, but even at this 
stage many patients have been saved by the 
following treatment: In addition to the second 
mixture, above mentioned, administer brandy, 
in doses of a tablespoonful every half hour, 
surround the patient, especially the extremi- 
ties, with bottles of hot water, and subject the 
body to a vigorous friction. In these-and in 
all advanced cases, thirst creates intense suf- 

ering. The sufferer craves water, and as sure 


as he gratifies the craving the worst symptoms 
return, and he falls a victim to the transieng 
gratification. The only safe way is to have ¢| 
faithful friend or attendant, who will not heec 
his entreaties. The suflering may be, however} 
safely alleviated and rendered endurable. Freq 
quent gargling the throat and washing out the 
mouth will bring some relief. A spoonful q 
gum arabic water or of camomile tea map 
freqnently be given to wet the throat. Lyn) 
denham’s White Decoction may also be given} 
both as a beverage and nourishment, in smal 
quantities frequently. 

Diet—Rice water, arrow-root, Lyndenham? 
White Dedoction, camomile tea, are the bes 
articles for a day or two after the attack i 
controlled, Camomile is very valuable in re 
storing the tone of the stomach. 

The Tyyhoid Fever--A typhoid state for 
few days will follow all severe cases. There if 
nothing alarming in this. It has very rarely, 
proved fatal. Patience and careful nursing] 
will bring it all right. The greatest danger ii| 
from drinking too freely. When the mia 
seems to be sinking, a little brandy or val 
or arrow-root and brandy will usually revivi 
him.” T 
Homeopathic Treatment of Cholera. | 


| 

‘It will not be amiss if I put before the eye 
of my readers the advice given by Dr. Samue 
Hahnemann (the founder of Homeopathy,’ 
for the treatment of cholera. If is sufficientl! 
simple, concise and easy of application to bi 
readily understood by every person. ‘Thes} 
instructions were given exactly as follows) 
First, therefore, I refer to the precautions thy 
medieal man should take for his own safety. — 
Directly epidemic cholera breaks ont, ever 
medical man should procure the following so 
lution. Put an ounce of camphor in twel¥ 
ounces of pure spirits of wine, and shake it til 
it is completely dissolved. Before entering th] 
patient’s room, take two drops of this solutio! 
as a preservative, and repeat the same precatl 
uon on entering every patient’s room to pre 
vent infection from the mephitic air confine! 
there. Before entering the room, it will b 
well to wait a few seconds in the antechamber 
a precaution rendered necessary by the fatigu 
the medical man suffers from his numerous añ 
ocations. If he visit his patient in a state c! 
perspiration, he is much more likely to receiv 
the contagion. Great attention also must p! 
paid to diet, that is to say, he should ne e 
either hunger or thirst, and never overload thi 
stomach with food or liquid; with respect 


the choice of food, he should take only t : 
which possesses undoubted nutritive qualities 
without any exciting properties. But in thi 
he must, like his patient, be guided by circu m 
stances, as it would not be discreet to discon 
tinue, whilst the epidemic is raging, the use¢ 
wine, tea, coffee, or any other heating articl 


t may be as well to add that the medical man 


is functions at these difficult times, banish all 
ar from his mind, be prepared by reflection 
r all occurrences, and possess great presence 
f mind, 7 
Directly a patient is seized with cholera, ad- 
inister one or two drops of the solution of 
phor before mentioned on sugar or in pure 
ater. Repeat the dose every five minutes ; 
hatever the intensity of the discase, the cam- 
hor should in all cases be administered during 
he first hour after the commencement of the 
tack. As long as the patient feels any ben- 
t from the use of the camphor, it should be 
ntinuec ; and if the disease yields to this 
plication, no other will be necessary. When 
is, however, is not the case, we must be guid- 
in our treatment by what the symptoms re- 
ire’ If there is vomiting, or only tendency 
at way, or if the vomitings are accompanied 
y excruciating pain, agitation and icy cold- 
ess, the patient should take one or two glob- 
esof arsenic. It this produces a good effect 
ithout complete cenre, the dose should be re- 
wed every two or three hours, according to 
e strength of the patient. 
If the symptoms enumerated above are ac- 
mpanied by cramps, recourse must be had, 
tto arsenic, but to cuprum, of which two 
obules may be administered, and the dose 
peated every two hours if necessary. 
The cholera, however, may assume another 
rm, its characteristic symptom being tre- 
uently violent diarrhea. In this case vera- 
um album must be given, and in this stage of 
e disease, ice may be beneficially used. Hahn- 
mann expressly says, allow the patient as 
nuch as he chooses. 
Sometimes a period occurs when the patient 
Ils into asphyxia. We must be careful, how- 
ver, not to treat him as if dead, though he 
ay appear to be so, much less consign him to 
e undertaker. We must administer a tew 
rops of carbo vegetabilis in water, and at the 
ame time rub the whole of the body with ice. 
But if the patient, when actually in asphyxia 
as not been previously treated homeeopathi- 
ally, the whole external surface of the body 
ust be rubbed with camphor, and a few drops 
a glass of water be poured into his mouth, 
ven if he is unable to swallow. 
Persons not suffering under acute cholera, 
nd who, though not confined to their beds, are 
ffected with cholerine. and experience alter- 
ately weakness, palpitation, anxiety, cramp in 
1e calves of the legs, cold, uncasiness, sick- 
ess, diarrhea, should take every day. or of- 
ener if need be, one or two globules of phos- 
korus to preserve them from infection. Per- 
ns who are quite free both from cholera and 
nelerine will do well to submit to preservative 
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ould be fully imbued with the importance of | 
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hich he had been daily in the habit of using. | treatment, for which purpose they should take 
g pag 


every eight days a globule of veratrum album, 

if diarrhoea be the chief characteristic of the 

| disease, and a globule of cuprum, if the gencral 
symptoms are vomiting and cramp.” 


Thomsonian Treatment of Cholera. 


Dr. Samuel Thomson, in his work, says: 

“In 1832, itis well known that we were 
scourged with the Asiatic cholera, and one char- 
acteristic of the disease was the rapid decay of 
the solids as well as tluids of the body, passed 
off by frequent and copious aqueous discharges 
from the bowels. Such wasthe rapid consump- 
tion of the body that a fleshy person, in some 
instances, would be reduced almost to a skele- 
ton, and even unto death, in from 12to 18 hours. 

‘*Qn examining the subject, we found that 
by some means the atmosphere was surcharged 
with a foreign substance, that we thought to be 
nitre, which destroyed in a great measure the 
oxygen or vital principle of tlie air, and at eve- 
ry respiratien the patient retained a quantity 
of this refrigerating or cooling gas, and threw 
off a proportionate quantity of the oxygen or 
vital principle, which deficiency was not made 
up; and by these means the body rapidly lost 
its stimulns or heat, and received in its stead 
this refrigerating gas; and as the warmth be- 
came reduced at the seat of vitality, that from 
the extremities was called in, and thus the limbs 
became cold, contracted and cramped. The 
secretory vessels were also contracted, and forc- 
ed back the perspirable matter into the body, 
which passed rapidly otf from the bowels in dis- 
charges somewhat resembling rice-water; and 
at the same time the absence of heat in the ex- 
tremities caused a contraction of the muscles 
and violent cramp, until in a short time death 
usually closed the scene. 

“In examining the subject I found, as I 
thought, the first ditiiculty in the atmosphere, 
by breathing which the patient could not get 
that quantity of oxygen that was necessary for 
a healthy action; consequently some artificial 
means must be used to keep up the vital ener- 
gy, and the rapid consumption of the flesh nist 
be stopped by some preservative article. I 
therefore prepared the following compound: 
Pulverized myrrh, two ounces, dissolved in one 
pint of fourth proof Jamaica ruin ; to rhis adds 
fourth of an onnce of cayenne, steeped in two 
or three spoonsful of boiling water, and then to 
this add half a pint of molasses, and put it into 
ajug or bottle for use. And in its application 
my most sanguine expectations were realized. 

**T gave from a fourth to half a glass, accord- 
ing to the circumstances of the case. The ne- 
cessary warmth was immediately restored to the 
vitals, and from them it spread to the extremi- 
ties; perspiration was excited, a healthy action 
induced throughont the system, and thus the 
desolating disease was stayed. 

‘Such were the effects of this medicine in 
Montreal, where I first used it, that it was soon 

| provlaimed in the pnblic prints trom Canada to 
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New Orleans, and appeared to be a standard 
remedy on the Mississippi and Ohio rivers for 
this terrible disease. 

“The more this valuable article (myrrh ) is 
examined, the more medical exeellencies are 
discovered in its properties. This is the medical 
giunt among the gums, balsams and aromatics 
ot the vegetable kingdom.”’ 


Hydropathbic treatment of Cholera. 

Dr. J. Shew says in his book on Water-Cure: 
“The treatment of this complaint depends much 
apon the constitution of the patient, and of the 
nature of the attack. The temperature of the 
water ought to be higher when the constitution 
is weak, and the sweating less. When the in- 
valid is deprived of sense, thetreatment should 
commence with sold elysters; the patient at- 


tacked with vomiting and stools, alvines dolour- | 


euses, Should be placed in @ sitz-bath of the 
temperature of 62 degrees. If, at the same time, 
he has headache, a cold fomentation should be 


applied, and some one should continually rnb | 


the stomach and the abdomen, whilst another 


inbs the baek, the arms and legs with the hand | 


which should be often dipped in cold water, and 
this rubbing should be coniinued until the nat- 
ural heat is established inthe skin. The patient 
must drink large quantities of cold water; this 
puts an end tothe vomiting or looseness. lt 
prodeces both in the case of an invalid, who is 
hot attacked by it, and by continuing it, it causes 
the evacuations to cease. There is no other dis- 
ease wherein it is so necessary to drink abuu- 
dantly of cold water. I witnessed a case of ehol- 


era where the patient drank thirty glasses of | 


water in one hour. Priessnitz effected a cure 
jn three days. 

When the symptoms are abated, the patient 
should be placed in bed, and there rubbed 
vontinually with a dry hand until the heat re- 
turns in the body, whieh should then be made 
to sweat well. When the perspiration appears, 
the invalid may be considered eured. On the 
re-appearance of symptoms, the same process 
must be resorted to. When perspiration takes 
place, the windows should be thrown open for 
any time the patient vleases; he then ought to 
be placedin the bath, and afterwards, if strong 
enough, should take exercise in the open air, 


l 
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and not omit to wear a bandage on the stomach: | 


continually. 
is indispensable during the sndorilic process, 
and it should also be continued afterwards. 

In case the invalid be exeeedingly weak, he 
sheuld be kept in the most perfect repose, which 
tends very much to the re-establishment of ex- 
hausted strength. But if the invalid’s consti- 
tution be robust, the water he uses should be 
quite cold; and he may fearlessly be made to 
perspire abundantly. The disease should be 
treated with the same energy when it arrives at 
its climax, In the first attacks of this disease, 
the treatment is followed by such suceess in so 
short a period that it astonishes; but it has not 
the same effect when the disease has been ne- 
giscted in the beginning ; however, with pati- 


The use of cold. water internally | 


ence and perseverance, it is even then sure 6 
SUCCESS. í 

I shall firish this article by the following re 
marks, which I recommend to the reader’s at 
tention: Although water was intended to br 
drunk, it should also be used in baths and ab 


lutions; the fresher it is the better. Should i 


| be necessary to raise the temperature of thi 
| water, a little het water can be mixed with it 


The cure of cholera can only be effected by re 
prodncing perspiration ; this great funetion 
cannot be animated but by rendering that en 
ergy tothe organs of the skin which it had lost 
and which is oly gained by the irritation caus 
ed by eold water. 

Water should be kept atan equal temperatur 
to sustain this salutary irritation ; care shoul 
also be taken to renew the water in the bat! 
when it becomes heated, . 

When the invalid is placed in the, bath, th 
water should just reach the navel; to odtai 
this height, the extremity of the bath shoul 
be raised the opposite to where the patienti 
seated. The thighs and legs being out of wat 
er, should be energetically rubbed to brig 
back the heat. 


It will easily be understood if the water of the bath wer 


| too cold it would be dangerous; if reaction did not tak 


place, death might ensue, The temperature of the wat 
should therefore be proportioned to the remaining strengt 
of the invalid. 

The fomentation should be of a heating nature. 

The ablutions should not be made louger than necessal 
to refresh the heated parts, as they are employed after th 
sudorifie process; that ıs to say, for three or four minut 

if the lower extremities are attacked by cramps, the 
should be placed iu water, and well rubbed until the craw 
ceases. 

For violent pains in the stomach, cramps in the inte 
tines of the bowels, and frequent stools. evacuations alvine 
alternate clysters and sitz-baths should be used. 

Any one attacked by cholera should cat little, taker 
milk, and drink water abundantly, 

The cold water treatment should be continued for a Jol 
time, as well to evacuate the injurious humors whi 
might remain in thu hody as to restore strength. 

Priessnitz, in his establishment, has successively treat 
seventeen cases of cholera, and hia cured them all in 
few days.” 


History of Asiatic Cholera. 

Having given the treatment of Asiatic Cholera by tl 
different medical achools we shall conchide this dry a 
lengthy articie on cholera by a brief gla‘ ce at its histor 


« Although unknown in this conntry nntil 1832, it exi 
ed in Asia as early, certainly, as 1774, and probab!y earlii 
IL prevailed there at different times nnd places uutit 18 
when it broke ont with terrib'e severity in Bengal. a 
counmitted great devastation in the British army, station 
in the north-eastern distriel of India. From Bengal 
spread in various direettous, so Lhat by suecessive adva 
ces, during the ycars 1818, 1219 and 1820), it appeared tr 
parts of the peninsn'a of Ilindostan, traversed the Bur 
Empire, Sam and the peninsula of Malacca in the sot 
east, and extended to China and Chinese Tartary int 
North-east Within the same lime it also visited Ceylu 
eumatra, Borneo, the Philippine islands, and even the di 
tant islands, Mauritius and Bourbon. A 

Its progress lo the nor h-west, beyond the boundary 
India, was not atl first as rapid nor as steady as in ott 


a 


i 


irections. (tdoes not indeed appear to have parsed the 
tidus nutil de2d, in witch year it mide ifs appearance bit 
tarsia awl on the Arabian shore of the Permnn Gall) A» 
ending the Tageis and Euphrates, it was stayed by the 
pproach of wioter; batin the spung of 1622 broke out on 
ae eastern border of the desert which sepacates Syria frorn 
lesopotaniia, It did not cross te desert until November, 
licn it broke out in Aleppo. lt agam subsided ducing 
he winter, aud reappeared to the spuug of 1623, ravaging 
u the course of the suimimer ie Syrian towns on the Med- 
lerranean const, dn dus year also, having traversed the 
fersinn empire, it broke vut at Astrachuu, n Russian eny 
tthe mouth olf the Volga, aud at other places on the shore 
tthe Caspian seas 

Having uow reached the north-western border of Asia, 
t mase no further progress in this direction until 132o, 
When it appeared at Orenbing.s onthe coufines of Russia 
n Murope; bitit still secmed to hesitate, oscillating as at 
vere, unui 1830, when nt estere Murope, appenred on the 
shores of the Black Sea, penetrated the center of Russia. 
a guided by the channels of the Volga. the Don and their 
nbutaries, reached Moscow, where it prevailed during the 
winter, and in J331 atlacked St, Petersburg. Dueing the 
ast mentioned year it extended also ‘o Poland, Itassia, 
the German Stalesaud Hamburg. on the westera sonst of 
Europe; crossed the North Sea; appeared in Geiober at 
Sunderland, on the wortit-easteru coast of England, aud at 
Edinburgh 1u Scotland, in January, 1832, Rapuly as the 
epidemic had extended duriag the previous year, its prog- 
tess was still more rapid in 1832. In this year at broke out 
in London and many other places in England, extented to 
France and Spain, crossed the Atlantic, and appeared in 
June, first at Quebec, then at Montreal, and pursumyg the 
course of the “t. Lawrence and the Lakes, reached the 
Valley of the Mississippi, 


But the month of the St. Lawrence was not the only av- 
enue through which this invading foegained access to oar 
coultry. tt appeared ut New York alirest simultaneously 
with ita attack onthe Canadian cities. From New Yo k 
it passed up the lludsoi to Albany, and :outhwardly 10 the 
waters of the Delaware and Chesapeake, reaching Phila» 
delphia onthe 5th of July. aad Baltimore within tbe same 
mouth, lt appeared on an island off Charleston, Sou ti 
Carolina, in November; in February, 1834. brake ont at 
Havana, in Cuba, aud before the close o, bins year bad ež- 
fended to Mexico. 

Thus within the first year after its access to our shores, 
this epitemic spread over the greatest pornonof North 
America, It subsided, especially in the Northern States, 
duriog the winter, but repeated its ravages during the 
spnng antl summer of 1433, and again 10 some exteut in 
434. Jt did nut in its first visitation to our eountry mo- 
lest the settlements on our Sacitic seaboard, but haviag 
reached the borders of the unbroken wilderoess and almost 
untrodden plains, this messeuger of terror seemed tore- 
gard its mission as closed fora time And now like some 
inonstrous bird of prey, satiated temporarily wilh the rav- 
ages of three summers, it spread its pinions., and soaring 
above the snow clad summits of the Rocky Mountains, and 
casting a conttensptuous glance al the sparse population of 
Oregon and Catiturnia, took its flight across the broad Pa- 
tific, and settled down upon its native soil. 


During the rapid extension of the epidemic in a western 
direction, its influence was propagated also to the north 
and south of what might have beeu regarded the main track 
of its progress, but uot so rapidly in Burope as in Anterica 
This the disease reached New Orleans a year before It ay- 
pearedin Sweden, and four years befure it prevailed in 
Sicily. Itdid. however, overrun Arabia and Egyptin 133 , 
as if by a detachment marcbing tue west from the Persian 
Gulf. Burthe chef line of its progress after leaving Asia 
was through the centres of Asia anid North America, and 
throu. tt this liue it traveled as we have seen, with vari- 
able speed, but upon the whole with remarkable rapidity. 
for from the time of ns appearance im Russia. in 1830, it 
required but two years to reach the Mississipqi Vahey. 
notwithstanding the interruptions of winter, winch always 
retarded its progress and generally arrested it lt did not 
attack all the towns and cities wuch Jay in ite course, but 
seemed to exercise a very capricions discrimination in se- 
lecling its prints of attack, General y. itis true, it seem- 
od tu prefer low, fillhy and densely populated districts, but 
sometimes places of this character (were passed by, while 
the inhabitants of the most elevated, clean aad isolated 
dwellings were chosen as its vietms ; facta which eom- 
petely subverted every hypothesis, aud battled all coujec- 
ture as to the circumsiauces calculated tu induce an inva- 
Siun of the malady. 
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The jutensiy of the mortific influence waa by no means 
volform. Where tm disense prevasled ena district, one of 
inate potnit were generuliy ae ected in which the epidemie 
force yppeared to be especially concen’rated, whe the ime 
habitants of the adjucrut terrnory suffered frum wrepater, 
predatory vidilitions, as if from scouting parties detached 
from the tonin body, 

The eqideimse usually appeared the seennd and sometimes 
the Chicd eunpnrr in places where it broke out during the 
fist senson of sts prevalence; lint in anme instances towne 
which excaped at fest and which tegan to be regarded aa 
eamupt from the discase, were attacked durmg the setond 
or third year. 

Such ix a brief historical sketch of the Gret visitation of 
Asiahic cholera to Europe and America. Waving ta thts 
manner encircled the cutive globe, and cavaged almost eve- 
1y important district inhabited by man. st contined its op- 
crations for a while to the Bast Indies, where n has ap- 
peared to be endemic, scarcely failing to prevail 10 dome 
extent every year since 1617, In 1-747, however, having. 
as We tay suppose recruited is exhausted forces by a trues 
ot thinleen years—for | can scarcely divest tl of the miinant 
character--1t again tonk up the line of march intent on 
foreign conquests; But net finding much new territory 
worth invading, it chose to purane its former course, and 
Inidinpl again on the Held of its farmer victories. 

lts progress im its sécond and third incursions has not 
varied essentially from that of the fret, and although its 
violence has generally been less severe; its type and hab- 
tts have been about the same. As tt haa advanced west- 
ward, tt has general'y subsided im the east; so that in 
its progress il may be compated to a terrific storm, its 
goproach foreshadawed by omens of calamity, its pres- 
cuce Overspreading the land with gloom and devastation, 
and its departure, in sullen grandeur, leaving tu the 
mourning wmhabitants the melauchuly assoracée that oth- 
ers are now suffering what they have just endured. 

Thus have Europe aud America now been visited a 
third tiine by this dreadful scourge. This country bas wot 
yet been tacroughly aonquered by the thir invesiou, but 
probably before these pages reach the rea ters hand cholera 
may be pr-adtag devastation tn our midst. 

F rom this brier sketch of its lnstory, we may derive tbe 
fo lowing tacts mm regard to the Avb:ts of mahenaut chal- 
era. dst ‘Thatst is erdemiec in India, but oceasionally 
becomes epidemic. radintiay, so to speak, from that central 
pountin every direction to greater ur less distances. Sd. 
That occasionally as tendeacy is more especially in a 
western coarse, and wat when this is the case its progresa 
though fittuland vacating at Umes, is generally marked 
by increasing rapidity, 3d, That natural obstactea, such 
as deserts moumaius and oceans, though they may temi- 
porarily check, can interpove no impassable barrier to tte 
progress. 4th. ‘That winter usnally causes it to subside, 
except where the weather ìs mild, or where a kind of ar- 
lificial summer issustained asin the cellac-like habitations 
of the peasantry in Russia. Sth. That thongh vt appears 
to prefer natural channels, such as the courses of rivers, 
or other public thoraughfares, in its advances, and thought 
it usually selects tow, filly and crowded localities ar 
points of attack, yet in neither of these respecta does It 
observe any umform raje, Finally, That tts prevalence 
in any place seems to be dependent on the presence of 
some auseen influence not usually existing there. and 
capable, according to some law by whieh it is governed, 
of more intense contenttalion in particular localities 
thau in others, in the momediate vicinity 


We come now to squire into tne cause of epidemic chot- 
era, Yarious hypotheses have been suggested. some of 
them ingenious, others absurd. and all lacking that degree 
of evidence necessary to establish a claim: to entire conb- 
deuce, All umst, however. agree that the specifie cause of 
cholera is some invisibie sittuence. which cither does not 
ouliarily east, oris only ocensionally operative. A great 
effort has for instance been made to prove that she imp-er- 
nation of the water with bme is Une cavseufcholera The 
argument is based upon the fact that countries where 
vhe limestone formation occupies the surface and waere 
the water used by the inhabitants is mere or tess im- 
pregualed with that earth have heen more general-y ov- 
erun by this pestilence, than those whete primitive and 
sandstone formations. and consequently soft-watler pre- 
yailed, But although the loca) influence may, and prob- 
ably Is a predisposing cause to De prevalence of chotera, 
vel some other influence must be assumed to account for 
ita recurrence, Why has it nee always prevailed in lime- 
stone districts? And why, since its appearance. does if 
not still continue aniong us, as our wels and streams aff 
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impregnated with lime? aud again, how does jt happen 
that it does not eulirely avoid those places where the water 
is solt and Iinestone unkuown, as is die case at Bangor, 
Mawe, aud ocher places which might be Named, where 
cholera has occurred with greul fa aiy 2 
. What then 13 the subtle, intangible and yet remarkable 
iuflumtial Plineiple wich constitutes the speaite tause 
of cholera; a tause Which, though its eificiency is ofien 
promoted by circumstances which predispose tu or excite 
morbie yenon ia the syste, yet is capable. when conten- 
trated, of prodacing cholera, without the aid of any appar- 
eut predisposing or exciling causes? Aiter examining all 
the hypotheses which have Yalen nuder my observation, 
such as those referring it tn the influence of the planets. to the 
Upproach uf comets, te meteoric Changes, ot pecuhar electric 
states of the atmosphere, which way be called the pri- 
Mary cause of cholera; the Seconlaly cuse may be 
attributed to malaria, to almospheric fungi, aud to inVisible 
aniinalcule existing in the alt—iny mind ts more strongly 
Impressed with the last wettioned proposition as the 
secondary cause. The habits of the epidemic. 1s ca- 
Pricious movements, its appatent obedience to whimsical 
Mupulses, similar w those witch govern the movements of 
swarms of iuvisible insects or of flocks of Birds coucenirat- 
Ing m masses in certain locahues. while small detaclinenis 
of errauc stragglers may Be scen flying about at different 
distances from the main body, seem 10 lavor this hypothe. 
S:a The objections to this theory, as mentioned by Prof, 


Wood, are “its utter want of proof.” tnd the “ fact that the 
canse of cholera, w 


ily of the winter at 


more probabilities than any other doctrine. 
the disease prevailed at Moscow during a Russian winter 
las some foice as an objection, but when we observe that 
the general teudency of cholera 1s to subside on the appedr- 
ther, and that in the cell like huts of 
; to which the disease appeais to have 
been Principally confined at that lime, a igh degree of 
i uy maintained during cold weather, 
nigh removed, It may be further 
Suggested that we are al! tamiltar with the fact that many 
visible insects exist ma dormant atate during winter, aud 
make their appearance during intervals of mild weather, 
and in dwellings which are kept warn. 

But as it has been already suggested, there are predis- 
Posing and exciting causes which favor the development of 
cholera, and doubtiess serve in many Cases to increase the 
violence uf the sytiuptoms, Whatever has n tendency to 
inpair the general heahth or diminish the vnal forces inay 

€ regaided as a predisposing cause. Previous disease, oid 
uge, irregular, intemperate and vicions habits, deficiency of 
tvod, confinement to vegetable diet, exposure lo confined, 
damp and otherwise viua ed air, as where many persons 
are crowded together in prisons, ships. camps, &c., pro- 
tracted depression of spirits from griet, fear or olher emo- 
Uons, any or all of these, with many other circumstances 
calculated 10 reduce the eenstttutional stamina, may bere- 
garded as predisposing causes of cholera. It may also be 
proper to remark here that not ouly are persons in debili- 
tated conditions or with shattered Constitutions more liable 
to lake the disease, but they are less IIkely to recover from 
its attack, 

Cholera is} strictly an epidemic, existing by force of a 
mysterious poison diffused through the atmosphere, but it 
lè very susceptible of being propagated by ule excrements 
Of acholera patient, to others near, if the poison in the ex- 
cremients are not destroyed by some disiufectiug agent, such 
as a solution of su!phate of iron. &c. 

The exciting causes of cholera do not materially vary in 
character from those nated as predisposing, except that 
their impression is more suddenly produced. Any circumn- 
Blance or cccurrence calculated to derange suddenly the 
Organic functions, such as the Stomach, the liver, the skin, 
&c , may excite on attack of cholera in persons laboring un- 
der the specific cause. Hence the sudden exposure of the 
person when warm to cold, or dampuesz, by checkiog per- 
spiration and destroying the equil.briuin of the circn lation, 
- 18 a frequent exciting cause. Urwholesome food or drinks, 

Such as unripe fruit or indigestible vegetables, impure wat- 
er. fermenting liquors, as cider, &e., ır overiuadi: g the 
stomach with even wholes. me food; the use of very cold 
drinks, as ice- water ; purgative or irritating med cines; im- 
moderate exercise ; sudden imental em.tion and many other 
tainge may he named under thie head. 
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i 
ANCIENT DIVINATION i 
BY THE 


WHEEL of PYTHAGORAS 


Which is said to Resolve all Quretions, Past, Present and | 
Future, 


The ancients, who were extremely fone 
of divination, were wont to place great com 
fidetice in the “ Wheel of Pythagoras,’ 
which resolves questions by Arithmancy, o! 
a species of' sortilegy by numbers, whereir 
the result depends upon the unfettered a 
ency of the mind and will, or intent to know 
“any difficult thing.” y 

Arithmaney, or divination by numbers; 
on which the wheel is founded, was vari 
ously practised. Many stupendous a 
in the dead languages, now obsolete and, 
forgotten, were to be found, explaining th 
“arte and manner” of these curious pro- 
ceedings, in which the letters of the party's 
hame were said to contain many hidden ar- 
cana, when deciphered by the mysteries of 
nunibers,” The ancients went so far in 
these particulars as to declare their belief 
that each individual may know the chig 
secrets of his destiny by the belp of his name 
or patrouymical appelation, and also tha 
there exists a peculiar sympathy between 
the name and the pursuits throughout lifo. 
These facts are here stated merely to ap- 
prise the reader of the unlimited fondnes 
of the ancients for every kind of aruspicy ot 
soothsaying, no matter how or where it was 
accomplished. i 

There have been several Italian writers 
of eminence who have treated of the powe 
of numbers when chosen or combined 
Nota 


of Spanheim, 
whose work entitled “ Steganography” is 
exceedingly mystical, rare and curious, but 
has never been translated into English. 

The Italians have also made use of the 
Wheel of Pythagoras for finding out fortun= 
ate numbers in the lottery, as the following 
extract froni the life of the celebaated Count 
Cagliostro will sufficiently prove: 

“<The lottery,’ says the count, ‘was at 
this time on the point of commeucing ; the 
daily discourse of Scot on this subjeet (who, | 
like Vitellina, was addiczed to all games of 
chance) brought to my mind a manuscript 
which I had in my possession ; it.contained 
many curious cabalistical operations by num | 
bers, by the aid of which, amongst othe! 


> 


crets, the author set forth the actual pos- 
bility of calculating numbers for lotteries. 


‘¢¢T had ever considered this as a vague 
id enthusiasticidea, but had long contract- 
l the habitof suspending my judgment on 
1ose things I had not particularly made the 
bject of my speculations.’ 

“ He was resolved, he tells us, to prove 
1¢ truth or falsehood of those assertions, 
nd, by adhering to the rules prescribed iu 
1e manuscript, for the Gth of November he 
redicted the number 20. ‘On th's,’ says 
e, ‘Scot risked a trifle, and won. But by 
umber 25, which was calculated for the 
nsning day, he gained upwards of one hun- 
red guineas ! 

“<The numbers 55 and 57 were announe- 
d with equal suecezs forthe 18th of Noveni- 
er, the profits of which days were equally 
ivided between Vitellina and the pretended 
ady Scot. 

“i Judge my astonishment,’ says the count, 
at perceiving the exactness of those calcu- 
ations I had believed to be but a mere 
himera! The possibility of such calcula- 
ions I must entirely submis to the deter- 
nination of the reader ; but was this uneom- 
non success the effect of human skill or of 
ntire chance ?’ 

“The count, frem a point of delicacy, 
hought proper to resist the repeated solici- 
ations of Scot, etc., by resolutely refusing 
o predict other numbers. Scot exerted ev- 
ry effort to strengthen his intent with the 
count. He presented Madame Cagliostro 
vith the trimming of a cloak worth four or 
ive guineas, inreturn for which, as he would 
10t mortify him by a refusal, the count pre- 
sented him on thesame day agold box, value 
wwenty-five guineas, and, to free himself from 
further importunity, ordered his servant to 
leny him both to Scot and Miss Fry, which 
was the real name of the pretended lady. 


t The latter, however, ina few days gain- 
ad admission to Lady Cagliostro. She in- 
formed her, in broken accents, accompanied 
with tears, that she was forever ruined. Scot, 
she said, to whom she had the weakness to 
be attached, having decamped with the pro- 
fits arising from the lottery, leaving her with 
his three children entirely destitute. This 
imaginary tale produced the intended result. 
Madame: Cagliostro, touched with the pre- 
tended mery of her situation, generously 
interceded with the count in her behalf, who, 
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at her request, sent her a guinea and, for 
the ensuing day, the chance of number &. 

“Inshed with her former success, she 
now believed the calenlations of her benefae- 
tor infallible, and having procured cash upon 
her effects she boldly risked a ccnsiderable 
sum on the above number. Fate was again 
propitious! On the 7th of December the 
number 8 emerged from the wheel of for- 
tune! 

“ This extraordinary chance on which 
the count did not risk a single guinea, re- 
turned to Scot and Miss Fry (whose quarrel 
was fabulous) the full sum of one thousand 
five hundred guineas!” —Cagtivstro's Life, p. 22 

(To be continued. } j 


The Hourly Motions of tLe Superior Planets. 


Perhaps it may not be considered alto- 
gether uninteresting to give the hourly mo- 
tion of the principal planets, by which it will 
be seen that those nearest their centre of 
gravity move fastest; henee the inferior 
planets Mereury and Venus wiil move ata 
greater rate than the earth,and the snperior 
planets will wove slower ; their hourly mo- 
tion is as follows: Mercury 95.000 miles, 
Venus 69,000, Earth 60,000, Mars 47,000, 
Jupiter 25 000, Saturn 18,000, Uranus 15,- 
381 mi'esan hour. Masses so stupendous. situ- 
ated at distances so very great, would lead 
us to infer that each of them is. like our 
earth, clothed with vegetables and peopled 
with animals. This gives us an idea of the 
extent and grandeur of creation, which we 
cannot acquire by anything merely terres- 
trial, and it is by those appeals and views 
that the science of astrology rises so much 
in grandeur above every other science, and 
inspires feelings of devotion and reverence 
for the Deity, which can be excited by no 
other subject that can occupy the human 
powers. In other studies we may be puzzled, 
but here we are overcome by amazement, 
and forced to exclaim with the poet, 

“An undevout astrologer js mad.” 


Extraordinary Effecis of a Lunar Eelipse. 

Dr. Mead, in his book on * Planetary 
Influence,” notes the effects of an eclipse in 
the year 1693 as follows : 

t Jan. 21, 1693.—The moon having been 
eclipsed that night, the greatest part of the 
sick died about the very hour of the eclipse, 
and some were even struck with sudden 
death.” 
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HE FATE OF THE NATION, 
For the Summer Quarter of 1866. . 


 Beantiful stars in other days. 

The prophet's eyes might read your ravs, 
And tell of many a strange event 

Of warfare and of warning sent.” 


The summer quarter commences this yearat 1h. 37m. A.M. 
on Jnne the 2tst., when 24 degress of Virgo will be rising, and 
athe same number of degrees of Gemini will be on the mid-heaven. 
Mercury is lurd of the scheme, and is in the 10th house, m exact 
sex ie aspect to Mars iu the 8th, and in trine to Satorn in 2d house. 
Sun, Herschel and Mercury are all in conjunction in the 10th 
house. The Moon is on the cusp of the 2d, and in square to Ve- 
nus inthe Hth house, and Saturn is in the 2d, casting an hatein] 
Opposition to Mars ia the 8th, and a square to Japiter in the 5th. 

The above positions of the heavenly monitors are very nnfivor- 
able fur this nation. Were it not for the exact sextile aspect of 
Mercury aid Mars, a continued tendency to warlike actions 
would be indicated ; as it is, there are some hopes that warlike 
feeling engend red in the past may be allayed. 

The aspect of Mars aad Mercury will produce a better feeling 
between the President, the Congress, and the people generally, 
and an harmonions action appears to pervade the Cabinet and 

officers under Government. Jupiter retrograding into Capricorn 
will canse things to appear to improve for Mexico. Maximilian 
gains some advantages overthe Liherals, and his soverument be 
comes more settled and established. Yet the coming 
brings difleulties for him again. 

General Graut’s nativity is very much afflicted 3 his own health 
Suffers, and there is sickness or death in his family, and misfor- 
tunes and troubles appear to surround him. His office as Com- 
mander of the United States army is not likely to be a sinecure 
during this summer. If not actual war, pieparations for an emer- 
gency will be going on. 

Trade and business wili keep da)l during this summer, and 
ererything will appear almost at a standstill. Money affairs are 
ata very low ebb; | look fora number of heavy failures daring 
shissummer. Speculation mms hizh, and many defaleations will 
eome to light. Robberies and morders became too common, and 
the mortality of the nation is frightfully on tue increase, 

1 look for some epidemic, similar to fever or cholera, 
stalking through the land, or taking ny its habitation amongst us, 
that will carry many to their long homes. Bat New York will 
not feel it iu its full force until abont the 20th of September, when 
Mars comes toa conjunction of Herschel, in the siga Cancer. 
Herschel has fairly got into Cancer 3 New York will feel its eril 
influence again. The evils predicted in the preceding paragraph 
will appear to centre themselves in this city ; accidents, large 
firesand. lam afraid. riots will be too plentiful. News from 
abroad attracts a great deal of the public attention ; war appears 
to be devastating Europe ; the Emperors of Franee and Anstria 
feel the ereiting and warlike influence of Mars. The Kiugs of 
Prussia and Italy and Portugal, the Queen of Spain, and the Czar 
of Russia, all are afflicted with similar influences. The reader 
may look for hot work and warm receptions going on in that part 
of the world. a. n 

‘Ireland labors under very evil influences ; things are far from 
being settled ia that aMicted country. ] look for some more riots 
or outbreaks during July and August of this year. 

Mars enters Gemini in the Jatter part of July, which will cause | 
England, and especially Loadon, to suffer from panics, fires, &e 
and much danger of that natiou being dragged into war by foreign 
jutrigue. 


The FATE of the NATION for J uly. 


The Full Moon from which we make our predictions fur July, 
ocenrs on tbe 27th of June The Moou is in the 1th house, in 
opposition to Herschel, and in sextile to Saturn. From these 
conditions | anticipate some nacommon occuirence—probably 
some remarkable accideut or atrocity, or some serious crime or 
poisoning, Mars having entered the ruling sign of Leland wil 
stir up strife aud bloodshed in that country. General Grants 
mativiiy ts very much afflicted at this time. ‘Trade and commerce 
are very dull, but speculation rans high, gold fluctuates in value, 
gad many fulures occur. 


Lhe public health suffers, cholera breaks out again, but it does 


winter 
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not appear to become very Prevalent before next September. 
The Presideut and C ongress move more in harmony. 
ews hom abroad becomes more exciting 
wailike. a 
‘The latter part of this month wi] be remarnkio.e for storit 
eavy gales and shipwrecks, and loss of life aud P-eperty, bo 


ou sea aud laud. Also trom 7th tu 30th l Juok for electric 
disturbances, meteors or earthquakes. 


The FATE of the NATION for Augus 


At the Full Moor for August, which ocenrs an the 27th of Jul 
all the planets are above the Farth, except Jnpiter, Saturn ari 
the Moon. Venus is lady of the scheme, and Mercury and Via 
are 1 square aspect. | lonk for very exciting news from the œ 
conntry inthis month. Much dauger of the United Stares drii 
Ing into war with some foreign nation ; and President Johnson} 
and General Grant’s nativities being so much afflicted, | do ne 
see much chance of it being staved off by rhe diplomacy ap 
yieldirg ofthe President’s Cabinet. The President becomes ver 
nnpopular at ihis time. Trade and business are bo h very aul 
and everything appears on the eve ofa panie. ‘the public healt 
slightly improves News from abroad is very exciting for th 


eoontry, and the People are nut likely to be quiet speciators ð 
the great theatie of nations. 


ee a 
The FATE of the NATION for Septem’r 
At the Ful] 


Moon for September, which takes place on th 
25th of August, all the planets are under the earth, except Jup 
ter and the ioon. The aspects of the planets are very remark 
able and evil ; however. if this nanon has not already drifted int 
a foreign war, the warlike feeling is very liable to hlaw bys 
though war is a)l the rage on the eantinent of Europe. 3 

Trade and business are very dull, and things generally loo 
very gloomy indeed. 

A fearful epidemic (cholera) is devastating this country, an 
more especially New York ciiy. People are dying by wholesa 
and those who can are leaving the city in crowds. 

The Emperor of Mexico is in better lack, and the news fron 
abroad is more peaceful for this country. Although both Presi 
dent Johuson’s and General Grant’s uativities are very much al 


flicted. If we are actually engaged in war, we meet with som 
reverses at this time. 


Public Lectures. 


on the following subjects : Astronomy, Astrology, Physiolag 
Phrenology, Asiatic Cholera, which were well attended by 
hot weather e. ‘ming on, they ha 
September. when the Lectures will b 
he public are kindly invited to attend, andi 
for the benefit of those who live at too greata distance to attend 
a synopsis of each lecture wil] be published in the * Plan 
eader.” It is also the intention te deliver lectures in oth 
towus and cities besides New York city, during this coming wi 
ter 

Also, the author js making arrangements to open an Eclectic 
Medical University in the above-named Hall, so as to give a se 
sion this winter. For terms of admission, &c., address Dr. L, D. 
Broughton, 814 Broadway, N. Y. i 

—— o eee ] 
Trealment of Cholera by the Different Medi- 
cal Schools, and Their Statistics. 

On the first page of this J 
Treatment of Cholera by the different medical schools. In tha 
article we have endeavored i 
disease by the respective schools, except the xalomel ayd blee 
ing treatment of the ald schoal doctors. 

The following statistics will give the reader a very correct ide: 
of the relative value or success of the different schools int 
much dreaded pestilence : i 

Iu the months of May and June, 1849, in Cincinnatti, when tl 


cholera raged with exireme violence, oat of 1,094 patients an 
eclectric treatment, the total loss was 36, or an average death rate 
ofa little over three per cent. At St Louis, in the same year, 
out of 1,567 patients, under the homeopathic treatment of thre 
vhysicians, the loss was 5i,or a fraction aver thr e per cent 
while in tho same cities, same year, same months. according ti 
the * Western Lancet” (the allopathic urgan) the average death 
rate of cholera patients under allopathic treatment reached fifty 
per cent. Also, that in New York, i 1832, Dr. Atkins, the Healt 
Officer, officially reported to the Board of Realth that in 5,83 
cases, allopathically treated, the Joss was 2,996, or more than 
Per cent; while one particular allopath—a Dr. Buell—reported | 
with great triumph that he had a success of 93 deaths out of 100 | 
patients ! 
With these plain facts before their eyes, is it not strange that 
the present Board of Health of New York shon}d employ none 
bat Allopath doctors, utterly discarding both Belectic and Hom- 


geopath physicians. We live in Strange times! 


PERIODICAL NOTICE, 
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